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Reaching Out, or do you know of a friend 

who might? Send your requests to the 

church represented on your back page.

Not so many years ago people developed a very 
useful product called plastic. It was strong, lightweight, 
and became fairly inexpensive. All kinds of plastic 
products started to be manufactured from toys to 
household items, and many other things. Plastic began 
being used for our pop and water bottles, grocery and 
bread bags, milk jugs, and more. Soon, there 
was plastic everywhere.

When plastic becomes litter, it’s 
a real problem since it does not 
deteriorate like paper products, and 
unlike metal and glass, it floats. That 
is great, of course, if we are making 
pool and tub toys, but somehow 
plastic bottles and containers of 
all kinds are going downstream. In 
the United States, it has become the 
number one litter problem in creeks and 
rivers. 

When we see what is happening in the Mississippi, 
and other major rivers around the world, we realize 
it all adds up to one big problem. It is now estimated 
that about nine million tons of plastic end up in our 
oceans every year! Even remote beaches that see 
few humans are littered and look awful. When plastic 

finally does break down, it becomes micro bits of 
plastic and enters, via fish, into the food chain. Not 
only is it hard on wildlife, we have not yet seen where 
all this will go.

We can compare the oceans to our brains and 
hearts. All the things we hear and see end up there; and 

it does not go away easily. Adults and children 
are filling their memories with thousands of 

acts of violence and immorality viewed 
on public entertainment. Popular songs, 
oft repeated on public radio, impress 
themselves into people’s minds for 
life. The devil is using these tools to 
create and encourage ungodliness in 
millions of people.

Proverbs 23:7 says “As he [a man] 
thinks in his heart, so is he.” Jesus followed 

that up by stating that “Out of the heart 
proceed evil thoughts, murders, adulteries, 

fornications, thefts, false witness, blasphemies: These 
are the things which defile a man” (Matthew 15:19, 
20)

Put up your own “No Littering” sign. After all “Every 
litter bit hurts.” “Keep thy heart with all diligence; for 
out of it are the issues of life” (Proverbs 4:23). 
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What Is Your Handicap?
 by James Baer

Each of us at times feels insufficient. Maybe we 
should feel that way all the time, because Jesus said 
that after we have done all we are commanded to do, 
we must still acknowledge that we are unprofitable 
servants (Luke 17:10). We are often amazed how God 
takes this weak, mortal flesh and makes anything of 
it. It is surely by His grace alone that we can be useful 
to Him at all. We face the handicap of human flesh, 
and it is a burden. Its limitations continue to remind 
us that without the power of God working through 
us, we are nothing. 

The devil would have us believe, through the 
modern, New Age thinking that he inspires, that we 
are gods. He made that suggestion to Eve in the gar-
den, saying that if Adam and she partook of the for-
bidden fruit, they would be as gods, knowing good 
and evil (Genesis 3:5). This thinking has permeated 
all of society up to today. It suggests that we can, on 
our own strength, rise above human weakness; that 
we can find the power within ourselves to change the 
world for the better; that we can make a difference 
for good. This thinking has affected many Christians, 
and rather than exalting God, it has exalted man. 

History tells us that whenever this exaltation of 
men has grown, its results have been hideous. Those 
who consider themselves a super race of super hu-
mans have despised and persecuted those less priv-
ileged than themselves and brought them to misery 
and ruin. The Nazi regime in Europe in the 1930s 
and 1940s is just one example of this. The growth of 
this same godless exaltation of man in our present 
decade will be no less disastrous for the 
human race in the coming days. 

The true Christian realizes his insuffi-
ciency and understands his need to rely 
on God. “Not that we are sufficient of our-
selves to think any thing as of ourselves; 
but our sufficiency is of God” (2 Corinthi-
ans 3:5). 

The Apostle Paul well understood the 
weakness of human flesh. He recognized 
that all desire to glory must be in and for 
God and that he needed God’s help to 
avoid being exalted in self (2 Corinthi-
ans 12:6, 7). He realized his handicap of 
human frailty. The answer the Lord gave 
him as he requested to be relieved of 
the handicap of a thorn in the flesh was, 
“My grace is sufficient for thee: for my 
strength is made perfect in weakness.” 

He gladly rejoiced and even gloried in his infirmities 
so that the power of Christ could rest upon him. 

Human handicap is then no hindrance to the 
committed follower of Christ. I well remember, from 
when I served in a mission station in the Philippines, 
a man who rose above his handicap. He was stricken 
with polio as a youth, and his feet hung loosely from 
his crooked, spindly legs, which were as thin and 
fleshless as his cane. The height of an eight- or ten-
year-old child, he hobbled along painfully, jerking 
his body ahead with each step. That is the way he 
went up the aisle to teach Sunday school, struggling 
to make his way, his quarterly and Bible in one hand 
and his cane in the other. When he leaned his cane 
on the pulpit, it would often clatter to the floor. 

There he stood, hardly able to see over the pulpit. 
Hanging onto it for support, he would teach us from 
the Scriptures. He had the glow of Christ on his face, 
and he loved to teach about the Christ he loved. We 
each felt his love for us—his concern for our souls. 
Something about his character held that little con-
gregation in his heart like glue. Some said that if all 
the foreign missionaries were ever forced to leave, 
he could pastor the little flock there. He would not 
have pastored long, because God took him home. 
But, oh, he left a lesson! He taught us all so much 
more about life than we had ever known before. 

He proved to us that life’s obstacles do not 
dampen a living faith. He taught us that human weak-
ness does not need to diminish the effect of a fruitful 
life. He helped us to see that even seemingly hope-

less odds do not keep God’s good men 
down. 

Are you beset by some human limita-
tion? Do you face difficulty in speaking 
to others about their need for a Saviour? 
Do you at times face your work of minis-
try with despair as you realize that your 
human weakness has loomed larger 
than your message in your congrega-
tion’s mind? 

Listen! The grace of Christ is suffi-
cient. God is great, and His power is 
greater than our handicaps. For Christ’s 
sake, we should take pleasure in these 
things, for when we are weak, it is His 
opportunity to make us strong. There-
fore, be strong! ‘‘Be ye strong in the Lord 
and the power of his might.” 

(continued on page 11)
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What Is Man?
by Elvin Stauffer

The Bible and Science

“What is man, that thou art mindful of him? …thou hast made him a little lower than the angels, and hast crowned 
him with glory and honour. Thou madest him to have dominion over the works of thy hands” (Psalms 8:4-6).

God is Sovereign
The context of our title question is God’s excellent 

glory, power, wisdom and majesty (Ps 8:1-5).  “Sov-
ereign” means to be superior to all others in power, 
rank or authority. God is omnipotent (all powerful). 
“Through faith we understand that the worlds were 
framed by the word of God, so that things which 
are seen were not made of things which do appear” 
[from nothing] (Hebrews11:3). “For he spake, and it 
was done; he commanded, and it stood fast” (Psalm 
33:9).

God is omnipresent (everywhere present). “Can 
any hide himself in secret places that I shall not see 
him? saith the Lord. Do not I fill heaven and earth?” 
(Jeremiah 23:24, Ps.139:7,8). He is not unaware of 
what is happening on one side of the earth because 
he has to be on the other side. 

God is also omniscient (all knowing). “For there is 
not a word in my tongue, but, lo, O Lord, thou know-
est it altogether.… such knowledge is too wonderful 
for me” (Psalm 139:4, 6). 

 It is easy to say these things, but to be still, and 
realize God’s greatness in our consciousness is to be 
filled with awe, wonder, and worship.  Animals glo-
rify God by doing by instinct what they were created 
to do. But man is the only one that God “breathed 
into his nostrils the breath of life; and man became 
a living soul” (Genesis 2:7). Man alone can truly wor-
ship and fellowship with God, which was the purpose 
for which He created man (Genesis 3:8-10). To think 
that such a great eternal being condescends to our 
low estate and loves us (Psalm 136:23).

When Adam named the animals there was no 
companion found fit for the man, so God created 
woman.  Today many are declining human compan-
ionship for cats, dogs, ferrets and even snakes. Ani-
mals have their place but excessive devotion toward 
them is misguided affection.

Man is Mortal
“Shall mortal man be more just than God? … Be-

hold, he put no trust in his servants; … How much 
less in them that dwell in houses of clay, whose foun-
dation is in the dust, which are crushed before the 
moth? (Job 4:17-19). 

Satan lost his special place as an anointed cherub 
(Ezekiel 33:13-17). Since that time he has worked 
to defame and corrupt God’s creation, especially 
man, the crown of creation. In this message to Job 
through Eliphaz (Job 4:12-16), Satan presented a 
view of man as weak and helpless before an intol-
erant God who is impossible to please. (The same 
“unfair God” accusation was first given to Eve in 
Genesis 3:1-5).  This is the attitude of man when he 
rejects God. It is only in Christ that man can enjoy 
“so great salvation” and have an abundant entrance 
into the everlasting kingdom (Hebrews 2:3, 2 Peter 
1:11).  God is good!

In contrast to his “friends,” Job gives remarkable 
expressions of faith in a personal Redeemer. “For I 
know that my redeemer liveth, and that he shall stand 
at the latter day upon the earth: and though after my 
skin worms destroy this body, yet in my flesh [immor-
tal body] shall I see God “ (Job 19:25, 26). See also 
Luke 24:39, Acts 1:11, and 1 Corinthians 15:44.

Man is like grass, here for a moment then gone. 
“They shall soon be cut down like the grass, and 
wither as the green herb” (Psalm 37:2).  In compari-
son to God, man is so small, imperfect and vulnera-
ble in this sinful world.  But God can “still the enemy 
and the avenger” [of our soul]” (Psalm 8:1-3). He was 
“mindful“ of us and after man fell provided a plan of 
salvation, giving Jesus for our Saviour ( Revelation 
13:8, Job 14:15).  Secular humanity can also de-
velop the resources of God’s creation, but it is only 
in Christ that we can experience full peace and ful-
fillment in personal, home and church life. 
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God can then crown man “with glory and honour. 
Thou madest him to have dominion over the works 
of thy hands; thou hast put all things under his feet” 
(Psalm 8:5-9).  “Till thou return unto the ground; for 
out of it wast thou taken: for dust thou art, and unto 
dust shalt thou return (Genesis 3:19).

Evolutionary Paganism
A typical pagan origin of man is seen in the an-

cient “Babylonian genesis” account of Gilgamesh.  
This story taken from clay tablets tells of gods who 
were struggling together.  When one was killed, 
they created the earth out of his body and out of his 
blood they created man.

These stories may sound silly to us but panthe-
ism (gods in nature) has been a predominate human 
belief throughout history. Today also, some intellec-
tuals return to viewing the environment as a living 
body, worshipped as “Ghia” by eastern religions. It 
fits the evolutionary mindset as the struggling gods 
represent the forces of nature striving to bring forth 
the cosmos.

The true view of the natural world is that God is 
transcendent and works upon His creation. He is 
not creation itself.  In the pagan evolutionary belief 
systems it is eternal matter, rather than eternal God, 
that is the origin and substance of all things. They 
believe this material world is evolving upward out 
of chaos toward future perfection. Recently their 
campaign is for money and cooperation to save our 
planet. Many birds and animals are in danger of ex-
tinction, which is blamed on human interference.

The secularist believes the human body is just 
so many pounds of flesh and bone of the species 
Homo sapiens. Chemically the body is composed 
mostly of carbon, hydrogen, nitrogen and oxygen 
atoms. About 60% of these are in the water mole-
cule, H2O.  Although these elements represent a 
small dollar value, their organization and function 
in the body is priceless and can’t be reproduced. 
Scientists today have seen down to the DNA code 
of life and beyond. The genetic information in the 
DNA of the nucleus of each cell of our body defies a 
random natural origin. The ordered symbols of just 
one such genome, written in books, would fill 2,000 
volumes on a shelf as long as a football field.  At 
the beginning God wrote the original code of life for 
each organism, plant and animal in His book perfect 
(Psalm 139:14-16). After the fall of man into sin mu-
tations have accumulated.

An examination of any of the body’s systems such 
as the eye or the ear, reveals a miracle of form and 
function.  Darwin, who popularized evolution, once 
said that the very thought of the complexity of the 
eye gave him the chills. He wrote:  “To suppose that 
the eye, (with so many parts all working together) 

…could have been formed by natural selection, 
seems, I confess, absurd in the highest degree.”

But with much talk, he worked impossible up to 
possible, and possible up to probable, and proba-
ble into certainty. This reveals Darwin’s rebellion in 
rejecting his Creator God. (He studied as a theology 
student, not a scientist).  Some scientists have said, 
“The only alternative to naturalistic evolution is cre-
ation and that is unthinkable,” One scientist noted 
that if creation is true they might as well take up 
truck driving because their education was a farce.  

Made “In the Image of God“
The Bible record stands out from pagan origin ac-

counts as the true, morally upright, historical record 
of God’s work in the real world. The Scriptures de-
scribe God and Man as trifold beings.  God is Father, 
Son, and Holy Ghost. This plurality of God is shown in 
our Hebrew Scriptures when God said at the creation, 
“Let us make man in our own image” (Genesis 1:26). 

Man also is body, soul, and spirit.  This is indicated 
in the expression, “I pray God your whole spirit and 
soul and body be preserved blameless” (1 Thessalo-
nians 5:23).  We also have an intellect, emotion and 
volition, which is the ability to choose. This is often a 
choice between what we know is right (conscience) 
and how we feel, our flesh.  Men have a dual nature.

This choice makes the difference between whether 
man will rise to his noble calling or descend to the 
lowest depths of moral depravity, even beneath ani-
mal behavior. Animals have instinct, but our capacity 
for developing in good or evil reveals the God-like 
image that is stamped upon us. “Ye are gods; and all 
of you are children of the most High” (Psalm 82:6 and 
John 10:34).

Man’s high calling, which was given him at his cre-
ation was, “There is work to do!” “Be fruitful, and mul-
tiply, and replenish the earth, and subdue it: and have 
dominion over …  every living thing that moveth upon 
the earth. “(Genesis 1:28, Psalm 8:6).  This “dominion 
mandate” is authorization for mining minerals from 
the earth, animal husbandry, developing medical 
drug cures and using knowledge to advance tech-
nology. But when men use these resources in pride 
for selfish purposes much grief and destruction has 
come to the world.  The natural world was intended 
to serve the welfare of man and glorify the wisdom 
and right ways of God (Psalm 145:17).

Resources: The Bible – God’s Word
Doctrines of the Bible – Daniel Kauffman (dual nature)
The Troubled Waters of Evolution – by  Henry Morris  
(Babylonian Genesis)
The Human Body: An Intelligent Design – Gillen, Sher-
win & Knowles (The Eye)
 Not by Chance – Dr. Lee Spetner (DNA)



The Final, Perfect, and Eternal Home
by Marlin Kreider

The  
Christian Home Series
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All earthly homes, even the best of Christian 
homes, have some imperfections and shortcom-
ings. This is because we are human, fallible, and fi-
nite (limited). Only God is infallible (free from error) 
and infinite (unlimited). So when Jesus in John 14:2, 
3 said to His disciples, “I go to prepare a place for 
you,” He was talking about Heaven, the final, perfect, 
and eternal home of the righteous. 

God’s Heaven is a prepared place for a prepared 
people. Contrary to popular opinion, contrary to 
what is said at many funerals today, not everyone 
is going to be in Heaven. No sin will enter 
God’s holy, perfect Heaven. Only those 
who have repented of their sins and 
by faith have believed in Jesus as 
their personal Lord and Saviour, 
will go to Heaven. Jesus, in Luke 
14:33, clearly states the condi-
tions for those who will be His 
followers, “Whosoever he be of 
you that forsaketh not all that he 
hath, he cannot be my disciple. “ 

A disciple is one who follows 
Christ in obedience to His teach-
ings in the Word of God. To safely 
arrive in Heaven when our earthly life 
is over, we must walk the path that leads to 
Heaven. This path is the way of the cross that leads 
home. The Bible in 1 John 2:6 says, “He that saith he 
abideth in him [Christ] ought himself also so to walk, 
even as he [Christ] walked. “ The Apostle Paul, that 
battle-scarred veteran of the cross, gave this testi-
mony: “I am crucified with Christ, nevertheless I live, 
yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life which I 
now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the son of 
God, who loved me, and gave himself for me” (Gala-
tians 2:20.) These are the ones who are looking for 
that blessed hope and glorious second coming of 
our Lord Jesus Christ. These are the ones who will 
enter with Him into eternal bliss and rest. We too 
can have eternal life, and this eternal home, if we will 

deny ourselves, take up the cross, and follow Jesus 
in our life. The poet says it so well: 

“The Saint who enters Heaven,
Who comes of royal birth,

Or dwells with all the sanctified,
Is first a saint on earth.”

Even though our earthly homes lack perfection, 
God’s plan is that Christian homes be a little bit of 
Heaven on earth. They are to be an oasis in this des-
ert world of sin and evil. They must be a safe place 
for the young and innocent to be born, to be taught, 

and to be protected as they grow. For this 
to happen there must be fidelity in mar-

riage. Parents must be committed to 
the Lordship of Christ and to each 

other. Children are to be desired, 
loved, and trained. The Bible 
in Ephesians 5:21-33 says the 
home unit is a picture of Christ 
and the church. What a holy, 
lofty ideal we have to pursue in 
our marriages and our homes! 

This is the standard we have en-
deavored to lift up and present in 

“The Christian Home Series.” 
God in His wisdom established this 

earthly institution called the home, to be 
a representation, an example, and a testimony of 
God’s spiritual, eternal plan of redemption through 
Christ and the church. This earthly home unit is to be 
one man and one woman for life, until death parts. 
Most of these unions God blesses with children. Oh, 
the tragedy of truth lost, and comparison broken, 
when the marriage union is ruptured and destroyed! 
It is the work of Satan to ruin God’s beautiful plan 
and rob God of His glory. 

The Bible speaks of the beautiful comparison of 
the home with Christ and His church in Ephesians 
5:30-32. “For we [Christ’s followers] are members of 
His body .... For this cause [reason] shall a man leave 
his father and mother, and shall be joined unto his 
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wife, and they two shall be one flesh. This is a great 
mystery: but I speak concerning [with reference to] 
Christ and the church.” Who can grasp or exhaust 
the depth and beauty of this profound truth? “0 the 
depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowl-
edge of God! how unsearchable are his judgments, 
and his ways past finding out!” (Romans 11:33). 

Today our society is losing these foundational 
truths: 1) the beauty and sacredness of the mar-
riage union, and 2) the purity, power, and glory 
of the church of Jesus Christ. In general, both the 
home and the church are in decline, disrepair, and 
decay. If we are to survive as a society, if we desire to 
escape God’s wrath and judgment on sin, we must 
return to His absolutes of truth in our homes and 
churches. Who can deny that we need a revival, a 
return to Godly, holy living! There are only two paths 
that lead to two opposite destinies, Heaven or hell. 
Read it for yourself in the Bible in Matthew 7:13, 14. 
It is time the professing Christian church returns to 
preaching the truth about Heaven and hell! It is time 
both the church and our homes teach the clear Bible 
requirements for those who would enter into God’s 
holy Heaven, the haven of rest. We need a revival! 
Will you return to God through Christ and be saved? 

As we think of Heaven as our final, eternal home, 
we must also grasp the glorious truth of the resur-
rection. Jesus said in John 5:28, 29: “For the hour is 
coming, in the which all that are in the graves shall 
hear his voice, and shall come forth; they that have 
done good, unto the resurrection of life; and they 
that have done evil, unto the resurrection of damna-
tion. “Will you be of the resurrection unto life and 
Heaven, or the resurrection unto damnation and 
hell? The choice is yours! 

The resurrection is what sets Christianity apart 
from all other religions. We have a living leader. 
Jesus Christ our Lord and Saviour is the head of 
the true Christian church. He lived, died to provide 
redemption for sinful mankind, rose again on that 
Easter morning the first day of the week, and is alive 
forevermore! (See Revelation 1:18.) Jesus told His 
faithful followers in John 14:19, “Because I live, ye 
shall live also. “ Praise God for the Christian’s hope 
of the resurrection! 

There is an eternal wedding day coming. It is 
called the Marriage Supper of the Lamb. You can 
read about it in the Bible in Revelation 19:5-9. It is 
the time when all evil will be destroyed. Jesus Christ 
the groom will bring His true church the bride to 
eternal life in the glories of Heaven. 

Fanny Crosby, the blind hymn writer wrote about 
this exciting truth of Christ’s second coming, the 
resurrection of the righteous to eternal life, and our 
eternal home in Heaven. I do not want to miss it for 
the world! Meet me there! 

When the trump of the great archangel 
Its mighty tones shall sound,
And the end of the world proclaiming,
Shall pierce the depths profound,
When the Son of man shall come in His glory
With all the saints on high,
What a shouting in the skies from the multitudes that rise, 
Changed in the twinkling of an eye.

When He comes in the clouds descending
And they who loved Him here,
From their graves shall awake and praise Him
With joy and not with fear,
When the body and the soul are united,
And clothed no more to die,
What a shouting there will be when each other’s face we see,
Changed in the twinkling of an eye.

O the seed that was sown in weakness
Shall then be raised in power,
And the songs of the blood-bought millions
Shall hail that blissful hour,
When we gather safely home in the morning,
And night’s dark shadows fly,
What a shouting on the shore when we meet to part no more,
Changed in the twinkling of an eye.

 How Do I Find Forgiveness?

Have you ever faced the discouragement of someone being unwill-
ing to forgive you because of something you did? You may plead with 
the person and do everything you know to make things right, and he 
still rejects you. You discover that you are totally at the mercy of the 
person you wronged. Perhaps you also know the thrill and peace of 
mind when someone says the three simple words, “I forgive you.” You 
may not have deserved the forgiveness and you may not have been 
able to undo the harm, but oh the joy of forgiveness.

It is that way with God as well. The Bible says, “All have sinned, and 
come short of the glory of God” (Romans 3:23). We could never undo 
all the wrong we have done against our Maker. But God sent His only 
Son, Jesus Christ to set us free from the guilt of the wrong we have 
done. “In whom we have redemption through his blood, the forgive-
ness of sins, according to the riches of his grace” (Ephesians 1:7).

In God’s Word, the Bible, we find the steps to finding forgiveness 
through Jesus Christ. Confess your sin and call on the Lord Jesus.

“If thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt be-
lieve in thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt 
be saved. For with the heart man believeth unto righteousness; and 
with the mouth confession is made unto salvation. . .  For whosoever 
shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved” (Romans 10:9, 
10, 13).

When we repent of our sins and call on the Lord Jesus we find for-
giveness and He will “cleanse us from all unrighteousness” (1 John 1:9).

Forgiveness and repentance is not just a one-time experience. We 
need to continue to follow Him and flee sin.  Jesus said, “Neither do I 
condemn thee: go, and sin no more” (John 8:11).
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About Sin
by Roger Berry

What Does the Bible Say?

It would be interesting to go out into your town 
or city and ask the question “What is sin?” What kind 
of answers might you get? Would there be about as 
many answers as people? How would you answer 
that question? 

Some would say that stealing, murder, or adul-
tery is sin but maybe not all the time?  Maybe steal-
ing to feed your family would be OK. Maybe murder 
to protect yourself is not wrong. Maybe adultery 
isn’t wrong for me if my husband or wife is running 
around with someone else.

Some years ago a psychiatrist wrote a book entitled 
Whatever Happened to Sin? The title picked my curi-
osity and I bought a copy at a used book store. The 

writer had a lot of good 
things to say. He was dis-
tressed that the world 
tries to solve its problems 
and talks about morality 
without mentioning sin. 
He concluded that we 
must have an organized 
system of things that are 
right and wrong. Certain 
things must be labeled 
as sin and forbidden. He 
continued, “The only way 
to deal with the depres-

sion that plagues the clergy, psychiatrists, and ordi-
nary people is a clear understanding of sin.”

So far so good. But he did not settle on a specific 
source for guidance on what is sin and what isn’t. 
He somewhat left it up to various religions or even 
society to determine what is sin.  And we know that 
different creeds and different people will come up 
with different answers. Will we really be able to de-
fine sin in this way?

What Does the Bible Say?
Really the only sure and the only safe way to de-

fine sin is to go to the Bible, God’s Word to sinful 

mankind. The word sin or sins is found in well over 
500 verses in the Bible. The Bible also uses many 
synonyms for sin such as transgression, rebellion, 
disobedience, unrighteousness, trespasses, and 
wickedness. In addition, the Bible names many spe-
cific sins such as idolatry, witchcraft, lust, adultery, 
lying, stealing, murder, hate, envy (jealousy), covet-
ousness (greed), and many more.

The Bible defines sin as the transgression (dis-
obedience to) the law of God (1 John 3:4, 5). “Who-
soever committeth sin transgresseth also the law: for 
sin is the transgression of [disobedience to] the law. 
And ye know that he was manifested to take away 
our sins; and in him is no sin” Sin violates God stan-
dard of what is right and what is wrong. The word 
“transgress” is related to the word “trespass.” To 
trespass is to go where you should not go, to tread 
upon property that does not belong to you. And so 
when a man has sexual relations with someone who 
is not his own wife then he has taken what does not 
belong to him. When someone steals, he of course 
takes something that does not belong to him. And 
the Bible defines where the places are we should 
not go and the things we must not take because 
they do not belong to us.

People tend to excuse their actions or thoughts 
and say, “but what I’m doing is not really sin.” It is 
easy to deceive ourselves and say, “It’s not so bad 
after all.” Or maybe “Others are doing it.” Or “I don’t 
really feel guilty about it so it’s alright.” Or “God 
made me that way so He must understand.” 

Sin can occur in thought, totally in the mind. 
“Whosoever hateth his brother is a murderer: and 
ye know that no murderer hath eternal life abiding in 
him” (1 John 3:15). Jesus said, “Whosoever looketh 
on a woman to lust after her hath committed adul-
tery with her already in his heart” (Matthew 5:28). 
And of course what is in the mind comes out in 
words and in deeds. 

The Bible does not teach that “sin” is the absence 
of good or an illusion that stems from human limita-

"LABEL SIN FoR 
WHAT IT IS  .  .  .  
CONFeSS SIN 
AND repeNT . . . 
Forsake sin . . .  
Take God’s 
way of escape 
from sin.”
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tions. It is a real evil. It is disobedience to God. It is the 
rebellion of men and women against their Creator.

If sin is not dealt with in a person’s life the result 
is spiritual death. “For the wages of sin is death; but 
the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ 
our Lord” (Romans 6:23).  But when we sin, we need 
not suffer eternal separation from God. Jesus Christ 
has made a way that we can find deliverance from 
sin and receive “eternal life” through Him.

And so, how do we escape the eternal conse-
quences of living in sin and being disobedient to God?

1. Label sin for what it is and label as sin the things 
that lead into sin. Be willing and ready to say to God 
and to others, “I have sinned.” “I have disobeyed 
God.” “I was wrong.” King David of Old Testament 
times committed immorality and recognized that he 
needed to label it for what it was. He said, “I acknowl-
edge my transgressions: and my sin is ever before 
me” (Psalm 51:3).  He then recognized that his sin was 
first of all a violation of God’s laws. “Against thee, thee 
only, have I sinned, and done this evil in thy sight.” 

2.  The next step is to confess that sin and repent 
of it. We confess it first to God and then to others 
that know about it or that have been hindered by 
our sin. “He that covereth his sins shall not prosper: 
but whoso confesseth and forsaketh them shall have 
mercy” (Proverbs 28:13). “If we confess our sins, he is 
faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse 
us from all unrighteousness. If we say that we have 
not sinned, we make him a liar, and his word is not 
in us” (1 John 1:9, 10). 

3. The next step is to forsake sin and the things 
that lead to sin. The Prodigal Son came back home 
away from the evil influences that had led him so far 
in his rebellion against God.  “Let the wicked forsake 
his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts: and 
let him return unto the Lord, and he will have mercy 
upon him; and to our God, for he will abundantly 
pardon” (Isaiah 55:7).  

4. The fourth step is to take God’s ways of escape 
from sin. “There hath no temptation taken you but 
such as is common to man: but God is faithful, who 
will not suffer you to be tempted above that ye are 
able; but will with the temptation also make a way to 
escape, that ye may be able to bear it. Wherefore, 
my dearly beloved, flee from idolatry” (1Corinthians 
3:13, 14). To flee idolatry means to flee the things 
that can lure us into sin. Maybe it’s strong drink, 
drugs, the association of so called “friends” who 
would entice us to disobey God. Maybe it’s an ad-
diction to pornography, the social media, and other 
things that pollute the mind.

Who Made You Do It?
by Dallas Witmer

Ever since Adam blamed Eve and Eve blamed the serpent 
(Genesis 3), people have been side stepping personal 
responsibility. Shifting the blame is a vicious habit. Accepting 
responsibility, which we ultimately cannot evade anyway, is 
the way to real liberty. Compare the following three attitudes 
with the three listed below, and it should be obvious which list 
expresses real freedom:

“I had to have it.” 
“It’s the way I am.”
“He makes me mad.”
“I don’t have to have it.”
“I’m sorry. With God’s help I will change.” 
“He can’t make me mad.”
Personal responsibility is a serious matter. Our life and 

eternal destiny pivot on the choices we make. Other persons and 
circumstances may try us severely, but they cannot determine 
who we are, how we will act, or what our destiny will be. God has 
given us the right to choose those. We are the products of the 
choices we have made, not how others have treated us. And our 
decisions alone will determine our destiny.

God created us intelligent beings. The ability to choose is our 
birthright. And the responsibility, to choose rightly is our divine 
charge. Life for us is a long series of choices. Choose we will! 
Even choos ing to remain neutral, or to procrastinate, is a choice. 
For both of these, and for every other choice we make in life, we 
will one day give account to God.

So, what do we do when we find that we have chosen wrongly? 
What if we learn that some poor choice was a sin against God, 
or resulted in harm to another person? The responsible thing is 
to limit the effects of our failure with an appropriate repentance, 
apology, and restitution. The relief we might experience by 
running away instead cannot be compared with the relief of a clear 
con science. Shirking responsibility begins a down ward spiral that 
brings us to depths of failure we would never have chosen.

The Bible tells us that God provides us both the desire and 
ability to do right. “It is God which worketh in  you both to will 
and to do of his good pleasure” (Philippians 2:13). God made 
the first move when Christ died for our sins.

Owning up to our sinfulness, and sincerely repenting 
before Him is the most responsible choice we may ever make. 
It qualifies us for His forgiveness. And from that day forward we 
must choose to go His way, whatever the cost may be to our own 
selfish desire. Our walk with Christ becomes the school of life 
where we learn real wisdom, find real success, and experience 
true happiness. Such a life of responsibility stands in contrast to 
the repeated frustrations and failures of the slave to sin and self 
who is in the habit of blaming others.

God’s man never says, “The devil made me do it.” And if you 
have been saying that, by the grace of God, repent of it today! 
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What Is Truth? 
by Roger L Berry

The World Today

What is truth? The answer should be obvious or 
is it?  Man’s definition of truth has changed over the 
years. For example, Noah Webster’s American Dic-
tionary of the english Language, 1828, defines truth 
as: “Conformity to fact or reality; exact concordance 
with that which is, or has been, or shall be.” He illus-
trated the use of the word by quoting two Scripture 
passages, one of which is “Sanctify them through thy 
truth; thy word is truth” (John 17). A modern dictio-
nary defines truth as “the body of real things, events, 
and facts, the state of being the case.” However, there 
is another subtly different definition: “A judgment, 
proposition, or idea that is true or accepted as true.” 

Does the fact that some people accept something 
to be true make it true? Is it really true that what is 
truth for me might not be truth for you? Is it true that 
however you “feel” about something makes it true?

Recently a U.S. senator claimed that she had Na-
tive American ancestry. Some scoffed at the idea, 
including the U.S. President. So, she had a DNA test 
which showed that she indeed had Native American 
ancestry back a number of generations. The DNA test 
confirmed it and nobody questioned it. (Incidentally, 
God has allowed men to discover DNA which He had 
created and people use it to prove such things as 
ancestry. It is used to prove paternity when a woman 
does not know for sure who fathered her child.  DNA 
is accurate and nobody questions its accuracy.)

But now it has become popular to ignore the cer-
tainty of DNA when it comes to a person’s gender. If 
a person feels like “he” or “she” is a different gender 
than earlier, people accept it as fact when a simple 
DNA test would prove the gender. Even if a person 
“feels” like his gender has changed and even if “she” 
has had surgery to remove some evidences of gen-
der, a DNA test would still stay that “she” truly re-
mains “he.” Gender is not just a feeling but a reality. 
We go to DNA to prove some things beyond a doubt. 
But DNA does not prove that something is true that 
is just a matter of feeling or a matter of preference. 

When it comes to morals people are going more 
and more by feelings. Someone may conclude, “I feel 
like it’s OK to cheat on my partner” or “I feel it’s OK to 

tell a lie as long as it really doesn’t hurt anyone.” And 
on it goes. People have swallowed the modern defi-
nition of “truth” as that which is “accepted to be true.” 
Even court cases can be swayed by public opinion or 
pressure. 

When Jesus was on earth, a ruler asked Him “What 
is truth?” Jesus had just told him, “To this end was I 
born, and for this cause came I into the world, that I 
should bear witness unto the truth. every one that is 
of the truth heareth my voice” (John 18:37). 

God and His Son Jesus Christ are the truth.  Where 
else can we safely go for truth than to the Creator of 
an orderly universe, to the Creator of DNA? We de-
pend every day on numerous realities, truths if you 
will, that God has built into the universe. There is the 
“truth” of gravity that holds us to the earth and shows 
us precisely what is “straight” up and down so we can 
construct our buildings precisely. There are many 
laws that do not change built into the universe for 
our good and for our guidance. The proofs of DNA 
and the laws that God has implanted in nature make 
it so that we cannot really escape from the truth.

Neither can we escape from the truth found in 
God’s Word. Romans 1:19-21 delineates a long list 
of sins that corrupt the world including lust, and var-
ious forms of immorality, including homosexuality. It 
also lists other sins some people would not consider 
all that bad such as greed, gossip, slander, and even 
disobedience to parents. 

Then Romans 2:2 says “The judgment of God is 
according to truth against them which commit such 
things.” We cannot escape the consequences of fail-
ing to believe and obey the truth of the Bible.

It is actually the truth of God that will free us. Jesus 
said, “If ye continue in my word, then are ye my dis-
ciples indeed; and ye shall know the truth, and the 
truth shall make you free” (John 8:31, 23). When we 
obey God’s truth we will find peace of mind and the 
delight in doing what is right. Denial of truth will only 
make us miserable and will rob us of meaning and 
purpose in life. 

Come to Jesus who is “the way, the truth, and the 
life.” You’ll never be sorry. 
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Within each Christian there 
exists a desire to fol-

low Christ. But Christ 
is not here. How can 

we know Him and fol-
low His footprints? This 

course was written to 
help believers follow the 

footprints of Christ as they 
sincerely obey His teachings.

 Please enroll me in Footprints of Christ.
 (Please do not enroll if you are less than fourteen years of age.)

 Please send me the brochure showing all of your courses.
 Please send me information about Spanish Bible courses.
 Please send me your English catalog.

Name ___________________________________________

Mailing address ___________________________________

________________________________________________

City ____________________ State _______ ZIP _________

Religion _____________________________ Age _________

Check two boxes:    Male    Female    Single    Married

If you are presently our student, you must write your student 

number here. _____________________________________
Send enrollment to: Lamp and Light Publishers, 26 Rd 5577, 
Farmington NM 87401. Phone: 505-632-3521 Fax: 505-632-1246

Enroll today in this FREE Bible study course!

(What Is Your Handicap? Contd from p.3. . .) 

Christ Can Turn Your Handicap Into a Blessing?
If you are not a Christian, you can find meaning 

and purpose for living with your handicap. Christ can 
turn your discouragement to usefulness. 
•	 Surrender your life to Christ by accept-

ing the Bible way. Repent of the sin that has  
burdened your life. 

•	 Ask Jesus Christ to cleanse your life and make 
you a new person through His power. 

•	 Follow Christ daily in life and find a faithful Chris-
tian congregation to encourage you. 

•	 Ask God to show you how your handicap can be-
come a challenge and a blessing to others as you 
serve Christ with the gifts He has given you. 

From Christian Contender, used by permission of Rod and Staff 
Publishers, Inc. Crockett, KY 41413

Where Am I Going?
“Where did I come from? Why am I here? Where 

am I going?” You may not have asked these questions 
in these words, but you understand the need to know 
the purpose of life—your life. 

Where did I come from? This basic question is not 
speaking of your nationality, race, place of birth, or 
your ancestry. Another way of stating the question 
is, “Why was I born?” You were born because of a 
relationship between a man and a woman, as the 
Bible says, “By the will of the flesh.” More significantly, 
you were born for a purpose. The Bible states it this 
way, “Thou art worthy, O Lord, to receive glory and 
honour and power: for thou hast created all things, 
and for thy pleasure they are and were created” 
(Revelation 4:11). God has created you for His glory 
and with great potential that He can use. 

Why am I here? This question is intertwined with the 
first one. It speaks of your purpose at this moment 
in time. Millions find little purpose for living from 
one day to the next. They face life with little zest 
or enthusiasm because life seems futile. Another 
question a hymn writer once asked was “What will 
you do with Jesus?” With Christ as your Lord and 
Saviour you have a cause to live and die for. You can 
live for Him now.

Where am I going? The answer to this question 
is determined by how you answer the other two 
questions. If you surrender your life to God and live 
with purpose for Him, then your destiny is heaven. 
People who do not have a goal or purpose for living 
usually end up in despair. Helping other people is 
a worthy purpose for living, but if that is where your 
goal stops, you will fall short of finding ultimate 
satisfaction in life. You will not be able to satisfactorily 
answer the question, “Where am I going?” 

The Bible says, “If in this life only we have hope in 
Christ, we are of all men most miserable.” You need 
a goal beyond this life. You need to live in light of 
eternity with God—your own eternity and the eternity 
of those you influence. 

How are you answering these questions about 
your purpose in life? Are you seeking answers 
in God’s Word and through submission to His 
Son, Jesus Christ? Your answers will make all the 
difference in the world and in the next world. 

“If thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord 
Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath 
raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved. For 
with the heart man believeth unto righteousness; and 
with the mouth confession is made unto salvation” 
(Romans 10:9, 10). 




